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SYNOPSIS

In Singapore as in other places around the world, early childhood standards speak to teachers, parents,
and government officials about what is important for young children. This keynote session will use video
examples, dialogue, and practical suggestions to explore the purpose and power of standards. We will
begin by looking together at the purposes of standards, thinking about how standards can either help or
harm our early childhood field. Next, using real-life examples we will explore three kinds of standards:
early learning standards (outcomes for children); program standards; and standards for teachers—and
we will see how these fit together into a unified whole. Finally, standards can be the “voice of quality,” but
for that voice to be heard, strong support for standards implementation is needed. We will consider how
teacher professional development, public information, and well-informed advocacy can support early
childhood standards and multiply the voices for quality.




